REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Municipality of the District of Clare
Purchase and Use of the Former Saint-Albert Elementary School

December 7, 2018
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Request for Proposals
Municipality of the District of Clare
Purchase and Use of the Former Saint-Albert Elementary School
1. MUNICIPAL PROFILE
Settled in 1768 and incorporated in 1879, the Municipality of the District of Clare (‘‘the
Municipality’’) remains Nova Scotia’s only municipal unit to conduct its business and offer
its services in both official languages. With a land area of roughly 852.55 km2 and boasting a
population of approximately 8,000 residents, the Municipality is governed by an eightmember council, with Ronnie LeBlanc as its Warden and Stéphane Cyr as its Chief
Administrative Officer.
Historically, the Municipality’s economy has been driven by both the fishery and forestry
sectors. While still solidly anchored in the fishery sector (lobster, scallops, ground fish), the
region’s economy has grown to include other resource-based industries (i.e. agriculture),
manufacturing, retail trade, healthcare and social services, and education.
The Municipality is home to some 150 small- and medium-sized businesses, with its largest
employers being Riverside Lobster International Inc., Comeau’s Sea Foods Ltd., A.F.
Theriault & Son Ltd., Université Sainte-Anne and Villa Acadienne. Key economic attributes
include a bilingual labour pool, competitive labour costs, local access to specialized training,
proximity to deep-sea ports and the US marketplace, and low-cost housing.
In terms of its financial position, the Municipality’s audited financial statements for the year
ending March 31, 2018 show a liquid and financially stable organization with $7,172,622 in
revenue, an annual surplus of $778,703 and net financial assets of $2,327,748.
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2. INTRODUCTION
2.1 - Objective:
The Municipality of the District of Clare (hereafter referred to as ‘‘the Municipality’’) is
inviting proposals for the purchase and use of the former Saint-Albert Elementary School,
with a preference given to the provision of long-term socioeconomic benefits to the local
community and the Municipality as a whole.
2.2 - Overview:
The Municipality has declared the former Saint-Albert Elementary School surplus and will
dispose of the property in accordance with the Municipal Government Act. This property will
be sold as is where is.
The buildings (P.I.D. 30101398) which housed the former Saint-Albert Elementary School is
being offered for sale by the Municipality with the intention that the property be developed
for use with demonstrable benefit to the local community and the Municipality as a whole.
Proponents shall be responsible for ensuring that the proposed use conforms with current and
future bylaws and in the event it does not, the Proponent shall be solely responsible for
making application to allow for the proposed use.
3. GENERAL CONDITIONS
3.1 – Existing Conditions:
▪

The property is offered in a strictly ‘‘as is where is’’ condition.

▪

Each Proponent must satisfy itself as to the exact nature and existing conditions of the
buildings identified in Appendix A – Building Details. Failure to do so will not
relieve the Proponent of their obligation to carry out the provisions of any contract
arising from this RFP process.

▪

The Municipality makes no representation or warranties with regards to the condition
of the property or its suitability for any particular purpose. In particular, but not
limited to, the Municipality makes no representation with regards to the
environmental condition of the property or the existence of any hazardous materials
located on or about the property.
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▪

The Municipality shall be responsible for the cost of migrating the property to the
land registration system.

▪

No plea of ignorance as a result of failure to make all necessary examinations will be
accepted as the basis for any claims for compensation or an extension of time.

▪

Transfer of the property will carry restrictive covenants and be subject to the approval
of the Municipal Council. Failure to abide by the restrictive covenants will result in
the land reverting back to the Municipality and will include a right of first refusal in
any eventual resale of the land.

3.2 – Proposal Format:
▪

Proposals shall be inclusive of all materials intended to be considered and evaluated
as part of the Proposal.

▪

Proposals shall adhere to the proposal guidelines as defined in Part 4 – Proposal
Guidelines.

▪

Proposals shall be clear and concise, foregoing any information not directly related to
the work as outlined herein.

▪

Proposals shall clearly identify any relevant professional qualifications of the
Proponent.

▪

All prices shall be in Canadian dollars.

▪

Proposals shall clearly identify the Proponent’s principal contact.

▪

Proposals must provide enough detail to clearly demonstrate how the Proponent’s
resources, staff, and experience best serve the Municipality’s interests.

▪

Proposals shall not include hyperlinks to additional material intended to form part of
the submission.

▪

Proposals shall not include unnecessary or elaborate brochures or other presentations
save those necessary to form a complete submission.
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3.3 – Evaluation of Proposals:
Proposals will be reviewed based on, but not limited to, the following areas:
▪

Qualifications and experience

▪

Socioeconomic impact on the local community and the Municipality as a whole

▪

Proposed start date and time to completion

Proponents may be contacted during the evaluation stage for clarification or further inquiries.
The Municipality may, at its sole discretion, take into account other considerations deemed to
be in the best interest of this exercise
4. PROPOSAL GUIDELINES
4.1 – General Information:
The Proposal shall provide a detailed overview of the Proponent’s business or organization
and their plans for the property. This overview must include information on any staff,
equipment, materials, or other considerations which position the Proponent advantageously to
develop the property.
4.2 – Timeline for Development:
The Proposal shall clearly indicate the Proponent’s projected timeline for development of the
property. The Municipality will give preference to those proposals which see the property
developed and returned to use within a clearly defined timeframe.
4.3 – Intended Use:
The Proposal shall contain a business plan for the intended use or at a minimum a detailed
plan of use statement.
4.4 – Value to the Community:
The Proposal shall indicate what value the proposed use of the property will bring to the
community with a preference given to those proposals offering direct socioeconomic benefits
to the community and the Municipality as a whole.
Proposals failing to adhere to these guidelines will not receive further consideration.
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5. INQUIRIES and ADDENDA
Clarification of terms and conditions regarding the RFP document, the RFP process and all
other inquiries shall be directed by email to:
Stéphane Cyr
Chief Administrative Officer
Municipality of the District of Clare
E-mail: cao@munclare.ca
It is the sole responsibility of potential proponents to check the following website to ensure
that all available information, including any addenda issued, has been received prior to
submitting a proposal: http://novascotia.ca/tenders/home.aspx
The decision to issue or not issue an addendum is entirely at the sole discretion of the
Municipality. Any addendum will be incorporated into and become part of the RFP
document. No amendment of any kind to the RFP is effective unless it is contained in a
written addendum issued by the Municipality.
The deadline for inquiries concerning this RFP is 12:00pm (AST) on January 31, 2019. The
Municipality reserves the right not to respond to inquiries received after this deadline.

6. SUBMISSION DETAILS
Proposals must be received by January 31, 2019 at 3:00 pm.
Proposals can be sent electronically (PDF format) to the attention of:
Stéphane Cyr
Chief Administrative Officer
Municipality of the District of Clare
E-mail: cao@munclare.ca
Proponents wishing to use mail or courier delivery services should address their proposal to:
RFP - Purchase and Use of the Former Saint-Albert Elementary School
Attn: Stéphane Cyr, CAO
1185 Highway 1
Little Brook, NS B0W 1Z0
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Those interested in viewing the property in preparation of submitting a bid are asked to
communicate with Gary Sullivan, Building Inspector, at (902) 769-2031 or via email at
gsullivan@munclare.ca
Please note:
▪

The Municipality reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to accept or reject any or all
proposals.

▪

A confirmation email of receipt must be obtained from the Municipality by the
respondent otherwise, the proposal has not been received.

▪

Amendments to a proposal may be submitted electronically prior to the closing time,
marked with the Proponent’s name and the RFP title and number. Proposals already
delivered may be withdrawn by written notice only, provided such notice is received
at the office prior to closing time.

▪

All costs associated with the preparation and submission of the Proposal, including
any costs incurred by the Proponent after closing time, will be borne solely by the
Proponent.

▪

By submitting a proposal, the Proponent acknowledges and agrees that the
Municipality will not be responsible for any costs, expenses, losses, damages
(including damages for loss of anticipated profit) or liabilities incurred by the
Proponent as a result of submitting a proposal.

▪

All proposals shall be valid for acceptance for a period of not less than sixty (60) days
form the closing date unless withdrawn prior to the closing date or such additional
time as may be mutually agreed upon in writing.
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APPENDIX A – BUILDING DETAILS

Saint-Albert Elementary School
PID

30101398

Address

5155, Highway 1, Salmon River NS

Area

7.0 Acres +/-

Assessed Value

$806,900

Year Built

1961

Square Footage of Buildings

15,300 square feet +/-

Condition

As is, where is

Contents

As is, where is

Page |8

